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CRIM 1400  

Human Trafficking  

School of Criminology and Criminal Justice  

Northeastern University 

 

Class Times & Location Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 10:30-11:35  

    SL 031 

 

Instructor:   Ieke de Vries  

    400D Churchill Hall  

    i.devries@northeastern.edu  

 

Office Hours:    Monday 12:00-14:00 

Wednesday 12:00-14:00 

Or by appointment 

      

Required Books:    

• Aronowitz, A.A. (2009). Human Trafficking, human misery: The global trade in human beings. 

Greenwood Publishing Group.  

• Merry, S. E. (2016). The seductions of quantification: Measuring human rights, gender violence, 

and sex trafficking. University of Chicago Press. 

• Shelley, L. (2010). Human trafficking: A global perspective. Cambridge University Press. 

Additional readings can be found online and/or will be posted on the Blackboard web page for this course, 

as detailed below.  

 

Course Rationale/Description:  

Human trafficking is the recruitment and exploitation of people through force, fraud and coercion for the 

purposes of sexual services or labor. It is considered a crime under federal law as stipulated in the 

Trafficking Violence Prevention Act, 2000. Human trafficking has been criminalized since 2000 but the 

practice of exploitation of labor or sexual services dates back to centuries ago and may even be as old as 

human existence. Over the last few decades, policy-makers, researchers, practitioners and activists have 

expressed increased concern about human trafficking and have described the crime from various angles. 

The course offers a description of these angles and highlights the causes and consequences of human 

trafficking from within each angle. The course continues with an exploration of various ways to improve 

our understanding of human trafficking through researching the nature and scale of the crime. In addition, 

the course elucidates how federal, state and local criminal justice authorities have been tasked with the 

responsibility of identifying and protecting trafficking victims and prosecuting their perpetrators. The 

course will end with a discussion of the merits of other policy measures that are implemented to combat 

human trafficking. At the end of this course, students will be able to answer the following questions:  

• What are the dominant and peripheral perspectives through which human trafficking is perceived?  

• How can we identify human trafficking and research the nature and scale of the problem?  

• Which policy measures exist to combat human trafficking and what else can we do to tackle the 

issue?   

 

mailto:i.devries@northeastern.edu
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Course Learning Goals:  

In addition to learning how to answer the above questions, the course aims to provide students with a great 

variety of tools to address a crime like human trafficking utilizing different perspectives, methods and 

policies. By the end of the course, students should be able to: 

• Describe the problem of human trafficking in its various aspects; identify its causes and 

consequences, become familiar with the international, federal and state-level laws and regulations 

and understand the challenges of identifying and measuring crime as well as the difficulties in 

effectively tackling the issue. 

• Learn critical thinking skills to evaluate human trafficking processes and policy responses thereto.  

• Evaluate perspectives and theories on the role of social, political, and economic drivers to human 

trafficking in a global and local context. 

• Explain the historical and cultural contingencies of human trafficking on a global and local level. 

• Learn how to research hidden crimes like human trafficking.  

• Learn how to formulate arguments for and against different theories, methods and policies that 

address human trafficking; 

• Become comfortable and skilled with having respectful discussions about human trafficking. 

 

Course Requirements:  

It is the student’s responsibility to become familiar with the assigned readings prior to each class. Your 

final grade will be calculated based on the following:  

 

Requirement Due Dates Points  

Class Discussion and Participation NA 100 

Critical Film Review  3/12 100 

Quizzes (4) 1/31 300 

Country/state assessment papers             Paper 1 (Perspectives) 

Paper 2 (Methods) 

Paper 3 (Policies) 

2/11 

3/18 

4/15 

150 

150 

150 

Group Presentation  Week 15  50 

Final Grade - 1000 

 

Class Discussion and Participation: 

Students will be expected to come to each class meeting prepared to discuss the assigned materials. 

Attendance will be taken. The class setting is interactive and students are expected to contribute to the 

content by the class by preparing questions and engaging in discussions. At various times throughout the 

course, students are expected to post statements or questions on Blackboard (see class schedule). These 

posts only have to be a sentence or two and can reflect what you found remarkable in the readings or 

questions that remained unaddressed and that you would like to discuss in-class.  

Critical Film Review Paper:  

Students will watch a feature length film/documentary about human trafficking and write a 2-4 page double-

spaced critical review. The review should be similar to an academic book review. Students should briefly 

summarize the film/documentary and provide a critical review of the depiction of human trafficking. The 

review should identify how human trafficking has been framed in the film or documentary and critically 
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examine how the portrayal of trafficking may influence public perceptions of the problem and expectations 

about the responses of the state and civil society. Films should be chosen from the list provided on 

Blackboard or approved by the instructor if not on the list. Due: 3/12.  

Quizzes:  

Four in-class pop-up quizzes to assess knowledge gained through the weekly readings will be done, which 

will cover perspectives, methods and policies, respectively. The first in-class quiz is scheduled for 1/24.  

Country/State Assessment Papers: 

Students will be assigned a project group to work with throughout the semester. Each group will select a 

country (other than the U.S.) to examine the problem of human trafficking in that country. Throughout the 

semester each group will turn in three white papers related to their chosen country (see below). Each of 

these papers should use original research on the local context of the country. The papers should analyze the 

trafficking situation beyond what is described in the U.S. State Department’s Trafficking in Persons Report. 

Each paper should be 7-10 double spaced pages in length (Times New Roman, 12).   

1. The first paper will describe the problem of human trafficking in the chosen country: include legal 

definitions, the various identified (and unidentified) forms of human trafficking and consider the 

risk factors contributing to the problem. Make sure to refer to the research and policy reports from 

which you pull information. Try to give a description of human trafficking through a variety of 

perspectives discussed in the first block of the semester (e.g. gender issues, human rights violation, 

crime problem). Which risk factors point to human trafficking being a gender issue, human rights 

violation or crime problem? Which perspectives seem to dominate in a certain country, and why? 

Through which other perspectives can we describe the problem? Due: 2/11. 

2. The second paper will be a synthesis of research articles that have examined the nature and scale 

of human trafficking in the chosen country. How has human trafficking been measured and what 

is the outcome of these measurements? Try to be critical and identify the difficulties in measuring 

human trafficking in the particular country. Next, zoom in on your research question posed in the 

first paper (and on which you will have received feedback) and gather a collection of research 

articles that have looked at the specific issue you are interested in.  Due 3/18.     

3. The third paper will describe the country government and non-governmental organization 

responses to the problem. The paper should include the following: (i) a general description of the 

key anti-trafficking measures in the country; and (ii) a critical consideration of structural and 

cultural factors that impede or facilitate effective problem responses. Due 4/15.  

Blackboard and Communication:  

A discussion board for this course will be available on Blackboard. I will use that to inform students about 

community-based human trafficking events. These events are not required but may be of interest to students. 

Students are also encouraged to share with the class events they are aware of regarding human trafficking 

and criminal justice.  

 

With the exception of in-class quizzes, all assignments and papers should be uploaded to Blackboard before 

the due date. Both discussion and assessment papers can be uploaded through Turnit-in Assignments. 

Grades will be provided through Blackboard.  

 

If you need to contact to me, use the email provided above. Please put “Human Trafficking” in the subject 

line of the email.  
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Class Policies: 

 

Early Departures and Absences  

No early departures or absences are permitted unless previously discussed with me. Systematic tardiness or 

early departures (defined as being late for class or leaving class early more than 4 times) will lead to a 

deduction from your participation grade.  

 

Late and Missing Assignments  

I must be notified in advance if you anticipate missing an assignment for a valid reason (e.g. serious 

emergencies). Documentation may be requested and I reserve the right to approve or deny any such 

requests. Missing assignments should be turned in at a later point in time to be agreed upon with your 

instructor. Late assignments without a valid reason that was notified to the instructor in advance results in 

a grade deduction.   

 

Laptops and Cell Phones 

Laptops are allowed in class for note-taking purposes only. Internet or cellphones are not permitted to use 

during the class. I reserve the right to disallow the use of technology in the classroom should this cause 

distractions. 

 

Respect  

Human trafficking is a topic that involves discussion of sensitive issues (e.g. rape, sexual assault, and 

physical brutality including torture). If at any time during the class time you feel uncomfortable with the 

class discussion or material, please feel free to step outside of the room for a period of time and please do 

not hesitate to communicate your discomfort with the instructor. Additionally, human trafficking is a topic 

that evokes strong opinions and ideas. Discussion is encouraged, but please respect each other’s opinions 

and learn from the variety of perspectives on this issue. Part of the learning exercise in this course is to 

develop skills to respectfully discuss human trafficking. Disrespect in any form will not be tolerated and 

will impact your participation grade.  

 

Sports-Related Absences Policy 

All student-athletes are required to notify me at the beginning of the course about all sports-related 

absences.  

 

Students with Disabilities  

Any student who may require special accommodations for this course should notify me as soon as possible. 

You may need to register with the university’s Disability Resource Center (DRC). The DRC can provide 

students with services such as note-takers and extended time for taking exams. The DRC is located in 20 

Dodge Hall and can be reached at 617-373-2675.  

 

Academic Integrity Policy: 

• All students must follow Northeastern University’s procedures regarding academic integrity. 

Commitment to the principles of academic integrity is essential to the mission of Northeastern 

University. Northeastern University expects students to complete all examinations, tests, papers, 

creative projects, and assignments of any kind according to the highest ethical standards as set forth 

in the Northeastern University Student Handbook. It is the student’s responsibility to become 

familiar with their rights and responsibilities. 

• A detailed explanation of what constitutes academic cheating, plagiarism, and facilitating academic 

dishonesty, and how such cases are handled by Northeastern University, is in the Student Handbook 
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(pp. 40-42; http://www.northeastern.edu/osccr/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2016-2017-UG-

Handbook.pdf). I have summarized a few points below (but this is by no means exhaustive): 

o Cheating includes handing in the same paper for more than one course without explicit 

permission from the instructors. 

o Cheating includes storing notes in a portable electronic devise for use during an 

examination. 

o Plagiarism can occur accidentally or deliberately. It is defined as using as one’s own the 

words, ideas, data, code, or other original academic material of another without providing 

proper citation or attribution. Forgetting to document ideas or materials taken from another 

source does not exempt one from plagiarizing. 

o Participation in academically dishonest activities includes misrepresenting oneself or one’s 

circumstances to an instructor 

o Facilitating academic dishonesty is defined as intentionally or knowingly helping or 

contributing to the violation of any provision of the Northeastern University Student 

Handbook. 

▪ This includes doing academic work for another student. 

▪ This includes making available previously used academic work for another 

individual who intends to resubmit the work for credit. 

• In this course, cheating or plagiarizing on an assignment, as defined by Northeastern University’s 

Academic Integrity Policy, will result in receiving a “0” on that assignment, meaning it may result 

in a failing grade for the course. This conduct will also be reported to Office of Student Conduct 

and Conflict Resolution (http://www.northeastern.edu/osccr/). 

• If you have any questions of whether you should be citing to a source or paraphrasing a source in 

a different way, please let me know. Often situations implicating academic integrity can be avoided 

as they come about due to confusion regarding appropriate citations. 

• Students are encouraged to utilize the services offered by The Northeastern University Writing 

Center: http://www.northeastern.edu/writingcenter/  

 

Grading Scale: 

 

A  930-1000 B+  899-870 C+ 799-770 D+  699-670  

A-  900-929 B 869-830 C 769-730 D 669-630 

   B- 829-800 C- 729-700 D- 629-600 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.northeastern.edu/osccr/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2016-2017-UG-Handbook.pdf
http://www.northeastern.edu/osccr/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2016-2017-UG-Handbook.pdf
http://www.northeastern.edu/osccr/
http://www.northeastern.edu/writingcenter/
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CLASS THEMES AND SCHEDULE 

 

The following is a tentative schedule and I reserve the right to make changes as necessary. Changes to this 

schedule will be announced in class, through email, and on Blackboard. I will update the syllabus 

accordingly. It is your responsibility to be aware of such changes.  

  

Introduction 

 

Week 1 

 

What is the Problem?  

 

M 

 

1/8 

 

Class Introduction and Review of Syllabus  

Film in class: Not My Life. Directed by Robert Bilheimer (partial).  

https://www.notmylife.org/  

Reading: Aronowitz (2009). Chapter 1. 

 

 

W 

 

1/10 

 

The Problem Abroad  

Guest Lecture Herman Bolhaar (Former Attorney-General of The 

Netherlands, Senior Fellow at the Ash Center at the Harvard Kennedy School 

and the next Dutch Rapporteur on Trafficking in Human Beings).  

Reading: Groenleer & De Jong (2013). Wanted: Partners. The Challenges of 

Pioneering a Novel Approach to Fighting Human Trafficking in the 

Netherlands (Blackboard).  

 

T 

 

1/11 

 

Unraveling the Problem 

Readings: Aronowitz, Chapter 4 and 5.  

Bilefsky (2012). Black Market for Body Parts Spreads Among the Poor in 

Europe: http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/29/world/europe/black-market-for-

body-parts-spreads-in-europe.html  

 

 

Block 1: Human Trafficking in Perspective   

Through which Glasses do we Look at the Problem? 

 

 

Week 2 What Problem Do We See?  

 

M 1/15 No Class (Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday) 

 

W 

 

1/17 

 

Perspectives on Human Trafficking  

Readings: Aronowitz (2009). Chapter 3; U.N. Statements on Combating Human 

Trafficking: http://www.unodc.org/endht/en/statements.html  
 

T 1/18 A Historical Perspective  

Readings: Shelley (2010). Chapter 1; 

Peck, Gunther. "White Slavery and Whiteness: A Transnational View of the Sources 

of Working-class Radicalism and Racism." Labor: Studies in Working-Class History 

of the Americas 1, no. 2 (2004): 41–6; 

*** Before Class: Post 2 discussion statements and/or questions *** 

https://www.notmylife.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/29/world/europe/black-market-for-body-parts-spreads-in-europe.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/29/world/europe/black-market-for-body-parts-spreads-in-europe.html
http://www.unodc.org/endht/en/statements.html
https://www.deepdyve.com/lp/duke-university-press/white-slavery-and-whiteness-a-transnational-view-of-the-sources-of-zUFm9WTVJs
https://www.deepdyve.com/lp/duke-university-press/white-slavery-and-whiteness-a-transnational-view-of-the-sources-of-zUFm9WTVJs
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Week 3 Causes and Consequences according to Traditional Perspectives 

 

M 1/22 Causes and Consequences when Human Trafficking is an Organized Crime 

Film in class: The Whistleblower. Directed by Larysa Kondracki. Color, 112 min. 

2010 (partial).  

Readings: Shelley (2010). Chapter 3.  

Podcast: Organized Crime and Human Trafficking: 

http://think.kera.org/2017/08/17/organized-crime-and-human-trafficking/   

 

W 1/24 Causes and Consequences when Human Trafficking is a Global Problem 

Readings: Aronowitz (2009). Chapter 6. 

Shelley (2010). Part III Regional Perspectives: select one of the chapters 5-9.   

 

T 1/25 Causes and Consequences when Human Trafficking is a Big Business 

Readings: Shelley, Chapter 4. 

Crosette (2009). U.N. Warns That Trafficking in Human Beings is Growing: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2000/06/25/world/un-warns-that-trafficking-in-human-

beings-is-growing.html  

“ILO says forced labour generates annual profits of US$ 150 billion”: 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_243201/lang--

en/index.htm.  

 

Week 4 Causes and Consequences according to New Perspectives 

 

M 1/29 Causes and Consequences when Human Trafficking is inside Businesses 

Film: Food, Inc. Directed by Robert Kenner. Color, 94 min. 2008 (partial). 

Readings: Crane, A. (2013). Modern slavery as a management practice: Exploring 

the conditions and capabilities for human exploitation. Academy of Management 

Review, 38(1), 49-69 (Blackboard).  

Hilgers, Lauren (2014). The Kitchen Network. America’s Underground Chinese 

Restaurant Workers. https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/10/13/cookas-tale  

 

W 1/31 Causes and Consequences when Human Trafficking is Online  

Readings: Thakor, Mitali, and Danah Boyd (2013). "Networked Trafficking: 

Reflections on Technology and the Anti-trafficking Movement." Dialectical 

Anthropology 37(2): 277–90; 

Latonero (2011). Human Trafficking Online. The Role of Social Networking Sites 

and Online Classifieds. Center on Communication Leadership & Policy, University 

of Southern California (Blackboard)  

 

Introduction to library services by Roxanne Palmatier, library Northeastern 

University.  

 

*** In-class Quiz 1 ***  

 

T 2/1 Causes and Consequences when Human Trafficking is our Problem  

Take quiz in advance of class at: http://slaveryfootprint.org/***  

*** Time for group work / meeting with instructor about first white paper *** 

 

Week 5 The Power of Perspectives  

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0896872/?ref_=fn_al_tt_4
http://think.kera.org/2017/08/17/organized-crime-and-human-trafficking/
http://www.nytimes.com/2000/06/25/world/un-warns-that-trafficking-in-human-beings-is-growing.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2000/06/25/world/un-warns-that-trafficking-in-human-beings-is-growing.html
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_243201/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_243201/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1286537/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/10/13/cookas-tale
http://slaveryfootprint.org/***


Last updated: January 8, 2018 

M 2/5 Public Frames and Police Responses in the U.S.  

Guest Lecture Amy Farrell (Associate Professor, School of Criminology and    

Criminal Justice  

Readings: Farrell, A., & Fahy, S. (2009). The problem of human trafficking in the 

US: Public frames and policy responses. Journal of Criminal Justice, 37(6), 617-626 

(Blackboard); 

Anne Johnston and Barbara Friedman. Framing an emerging issue: How US print 

and broadcast news media covered sex trafficking, 2008-2012. Journal of Human 

Trafficking, 1(3): 235-254. (Blackboard) 

 

W 2/7 Moral Panic? Sex Work and Sex Trafficking 

Readings: Weitzer, Ronald (2007). The Social Construction of Sex Trafficking: 

Ideology and Institutionalization of a Moral Crusade. Politics and Society 35: 447-

475.  

 

T 2/8 *** Time for group work / meeting with instructor about first white paper *** 

 

*** 2/11: First White Paper Due ***  

 

 

 

Block 2: Researching Human Trafficking  

What do we know about the nature and scale of human trafficking?  

 

 

Week 6 Estimating or Guestimating?  

 

M 2/12 Global Estimates  

Readings: U.N. Global Report on Human Trafficking (2014). Chapter 1: Global 

Overview. (Blackboard);  

2017 Global Estimate of Modern Slavery by the ILO and Walk Free Foundation: 

http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/news/WCMS_547316/lang--

en/index.htm.  

 

W 2/14 Seductions of Quantification   

Readings: Merry (2016). Chapter 1. A World of Quantification;  

Chapter 2. Indicators as a Technology of Knowledge;  

 

T 2/15 What Do the Numbers (not) Say?   

Readings: Chapter 5. Measuring the Unmeasurable. The US Trafficking in Persons 

Reports. 

 

*** Before Class: Post 2 discussion statements and/or questions *** 

 

Week 7 Methodological Advances   

 

M 2/19 No Class (Presidents’ Day)  

 

W 2/21 Methodological Advances  

http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/news/WCMS_547316/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/news/WCMS_547316/lang--en/index.htm
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Readings: Bales, K. (2017). “Unlocking the Statistics of Slavery”, Change (30): 3: 

5-12 (Blackboard); 

T 2/20 Measuring Labor Trafficking 

Guest Lecture: Dr. Sheldon Zhang, Chair and Professor Criminology and Justice 

Studies, University of Massachusetts, Lowell.  

Readings: Zhang, S. X. (2012). Measuring labor trafficking: a research note. Crime, 

Law and Social Change, 58(4), 469-482. 

 

Week 8 Researching Victims, Offenders and Networks 

 

M 2/26 Risk Factors to Commercial Sexual Exploitation (CSE)  

Readings: Choi, K. R. (2015). Risk factors for domestic minor sex trafficking in the 

United States: a literature review. Journal of forensic nursing, 11(2), 66-76. 

 

W 2/28 Offenders and Networks  

Readings: Denton, E. (2016). Anatomy of offending: Human trafficking in the 

United States, 2006–2011. Journal of Human Trafficking, 2(1), 32-62;  

 

T 3/1 Networks: Who Else Should We Research?   

 

*** Participation Assignment: Each student submits one recent news article about 

human trafficking on the Discussion Board on Blackboard. The news article should 

address individuals involved in human trafficking that you think should deserve 

more attention in research. We will discuss these news articles in class. *** 

 

*** Time for group work / meeting with instructor about second white paper ***  

 

3/4-3/10 No Class (Spring Break) 

 

Week 9 The Faces Behind the Numbers   

 

M 3/12 Trafficking Narratives  

Readings: Frantz, E. (2008). Of Maids And Madams. Critical Asian Studies, 40(4), 

609-638; 

Dank, M. et al. "Surviving the Streets of New York: Experiences of LGBTQ Youth, 

YMSM, and YWSW Engaged in Survival Sex." Urban Institute, February 25, 2015; 

Ian Urbina, “Sea slaves: The human misery that feeds pets and livestock” New York 

Times, July 26, 2015  

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/27/world/outlaw-ocean-thailand-fishing-sea-

slaves-pets.html.  

***3/12: Critical Film Review Due ***  

 

W 3/14 Reporting on Human Trafficking  

Readings: Astra / OSCE (2008). Media Practice. In: Human Trafficking. Manual for 

Journalists (Blackboard); 

Film: Kidneys on Ice. Directed by Anja Dalhoff. Color, 51 min. 2008; or Tales from 

the Organ Trade. Directed by Ric Esther Bienstock. Color, 82 min. 2013. 

 

T 3/15  *** Time for group work / meeting with instructor about second white paper ***  

 

***3/18 Second White Paper Due *** 

http://www.urban.org/research/publication/surviving-streets-new-york-experiences-lgbtq-youth-ymsm-and-ywsw-engaged-survival-sex
http://www.urban.org/research/publication/surviving-streets-new-york-experiences-lgbtq-youth-ymsm-and-ywsw-engaged-survival-sex
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/27/world/outlaw-ocean-thailand-fishing-sea-slaves-pets.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/27/world/outlaw-ocean-thailand-fishing-sea-slaves-pets.html
http://www.journeyman.tv/?lid=59093
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2518924/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2518924/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
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Block 3: Combating Human Trafficking 

Put Yourself in the Shoes of a Policy-Maker   

 

 

Week 10 Laws and Policies  

 

M 3/19 Introduction to the 3Ps: Protection, Prosecution and Partnerships  

Readings: Merry (2016). Chapter 6. Knowledge Effects and Governance Effects of 

the Trafficking in Persons Report; 

Doherty, Y.K. & Harris, A. (2015). The social construction of trafficked persons: An 

analysis of the UN Protocol and the TVPA definitions. Journal of Progressive 

Human Services, 26(1): 22-45. (Blackboard).  

 

In class we will talk about the following reports that may be relevant for your 

discussion paper: 2017 Trafficking in Persons Report by the U.S. Department of 

State (https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/) and European country reports by 

GRETA (https://www.coe.int/en/web/anti-human-trafficking/country-reports).  

 
W 3/21 Demand Reduction: Responding to Sex Work or Sex Trafficking? 

Readings: Durchslag, Rachel and Samir Goswami (2008). Deconstructing the 

Demand for Prostitution: Preliminary Insights from interviews with Chicago men 

who purchase sex. Chicago Alliance against Sexual Exploitation (Blackboard);   

Wim Huisman and Edward R. Kleemans (2014). The challenges of fighting sex 

trafficking in the legalized prostitution market of the Netherlands. Crime, Law and 

Social Change, 61: 215-228. (Blackboard). 

 

T 3/22 Market-Based Solutions  

Readings: Shelley, L., & Bain, C. (2015). Human trafficking: Fighting the illicit 

economy with the legitimate economy. Social Inclusion, 3(1), 140-144;   

California Transparency Act Report (Blackboard); 

Viederman, Dan. "Supply Chains and Forced Labour After Rana Plaza," The 

Guardian, April 24, 2014. 

 

*** Before Class: Post 2 discussion statements and/or questions *** 

Week 11 Protecting Victims  

 

W 3/28 Meeting the Needs of Victims  

Reading: Cannon, A. C., Arcara, J., Graham, L. M., & Macy, R. J. (2016). 

Trafficking and health: A systematic review of research methods. Trauma, 

Violence & Abuse. Advance online publication (Blackboard). 

Guest Lecture Beth Bouchard (Case Coordinator, Support to End Exploitation Now 

(SEEN))  

 

T 3/29 Efforts to Identify Victims 

https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/anti-human-trafficking/country-reports
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2013/may/30/rana-plaza-bangladesh-forced-labour-supply-chains


Last updated: January 8, 2018 

Readings: Farrell, A., McDevitt, J., & Fahy, S. (2010). Where are all the 

victims? Criminology & Public Policy, 9(2), 201-233; 

Podcast: https://www.traffickinginstitute.org/podcast-vanguard-university/ 

 

M 3/26 Potential Harms of Frames and Anti-Trafficking Policies 

Readings: Davidson, J. O. (2006). Will the real sex slave please stand up? Feminist 

Review, 83, 422 (Blackboard). 

 

Week 12 Prosecuting Offenders 

 

M 4/2 Investigations and Prosecutions   

Readings: Farrell, A., Owens, C., & McDevitt, J. (2014). New laws but few cases: 

Understanding the challenges to the investigation and prosecution of human 

trafficking cases. Crime, Law and Social Change, 61(2), 139-168 (Blackboard). 

Guest Lecture: To be confirmed.  

 

W 4/4 The Limitations of the Criminal Justice System:  

Readings: Farrell, A., & Pfeffer, R. (2014). Policing human trafficking: Cultural 

blinders and organizational barriers. The Annals of the American Academy of 

Political and Social Science, 653(1), 46-64 (Blackboard); 

Barrick, K., Lattimore, P. K., Pitts, W. J., & Zhang, S. X. (2014). When farmworkers 

and advocates see trafficking but law enforcement does not: challenges in identifying 

labor trafficking in North Carolina. Crime, Law and Social Change, 61(2), 205-214 

(Blackboard). 

 

T 4/5 *** Time for group work / meeting with instructor about third white paper ***  

 

Week 13  Partnerships against Human Trafficking  

 

M 4/9 Multidisciplinary Teams  

Readings: Epstein & Edelman (2014). Blueprint. A Multidisciplinary Approach to 

the Domestic Sex Trafficking of Girls (Blackboard).   

 

W 4/11 Public-Private Partnerships   

Readings: Network of Global Agenda Councils Task Force on Human Trafficking 

(2014). Hedging Risk By Combating Human Trafficking: Insights from the Private 

Sector. http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Human_Trafficking_Report_2015.pdf  

Cheney (2016). How Technology is Taking Down Human Trafficking. 

https://www.devex.com/news/how-technology-is-taking-down-human-trafficking-

87658  

Guest Lecture: TBC  

 

T 4/12 *** Time for group work / meeting with instructor about third white paper ***  

 

*** 4/15 Third White Paper Due ***  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Human_Trafficking_Report_2015.pdf
https://www.devex.com/news/how-technology-is-taking-down-human-trafficking-87658
https://www.devex.com/news/how-technology-is-taking-down-human-trafficking-87658


Last updated: January 8, 2018 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Week 14 A Future Without Slavery?  

 

M 4/16 No Class (Patriots’ Day)  

 

W 4/18 Summary and Future Directions  

Readings: Weitzer, R. (2014). New directions in research on human trafficking. The 

ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 653(1), 6-24 

(Blackboard). 

Final Group Presentations in Class: everyone is required to attend these final 

presentations.   

 

T 4/19 Listen: Kevin Bales, TED talk 

http://www.ted.com/talks/kevin_bales_how_to_combat_modern_slavery/transcrip 

t?language=en   

Final Group Presentations in Class: everyone is required to attend these final 

presentations.  

    

Week 15 Group Presentations  

 

T 4/26 

1:00 – 

3:00 pm 

Final Group Presentations. This is our allocated final exam time. Everyone is 

required to attend these final presentations.  

(We probably won’t utilize the full two hours but please attend the presentation 

sessions out of respect for your class fellows).  

   

   

 


